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Buddha desires to see you." Thoubat, full of joy, arrived
in the presence of Buddha, saluted him, and, sitting at a
becoming distance, said to him, " Do the six celebrated
teachers, who are always attended by a great number of
disciples, who are famous amidst other doctors, know all
laws ? Are there some laws they are unacquainted with ?
or do they teach some doctrines which they but partially
understand ? " Buddha having gently reminded Thoubat
that such questions were not suitable and unprofitable,
said, " 0 Thoubat, I will preach to you the law; listen
with attention to my words, and treasure them in your
heart. No heretic has ever known the right ways that
lead to perfection, and, in the religion of heretics, no one
can obtain the state of Thautapan, and become a Rahanda.
But in my religion there are found persons that have
become Thautapan, Anagam, &c., and finally Eahandas.
Except in my religion, the twelve great disciples who
practise the highest virtues, and stir up the world to free
it from its state of indifference, are not to be met with.
They are not to be found among heretics. 0 Thoubat,
from the age of twenty-nine years up to this moment, I
have striven to obtain the supreme and perfect science,
and I have spent to that end fifty-one years, following the
ways of Ariahs, that lead to Neibban." On hearing these
words, Thoubat, overwhelmed with joy, endeavoured, by
several similitudes, to express to his great instructor the
pleasure he had derived from his preaching. " 0 most
illustrious Buddha/' added he, "now I believe in you, and
adhere to all your doctrines ; I wish to become a Eahan.
But it is a custom with you, not to admit to the dignity
of Rahan a heretic who is newly converted, except after a
four months' probation. I wish to remain during that
period as a probationer, and beg afterwards to be admitted
among the Eahans." Buddha, who knew the fervour of
the new convert, desired to dispense in his case with the
four months7 probation. He called Ananda and com-
manded him to admit Thoubat to the dignity of Eahan.